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Friends of Washington Park Newsletter 

Members of the Friends of 
Washington Park (FOWP) volunteer 
organization came out on Saturday, April
21st to participate in our first public event: 
Earth Day 2007 Washington Park Clean
Up.  Joined by several members of the
community and KIPP WAYS Academy,
volunteers helped remove trash and
debris from the park’s green space.   

The Earth Day clean up was co-
sponsored by the Washington Park 
Tennis Association.  Park Pride and
Councilman Ceasar C. Mitchell’s office 
provided us with tools and helped
promote the event. 

Special thanks to our donors
who supplied us with coffee and
refreshments: Starbucks, Kroger, and 
the Beautiful Restaurant. 

In preparation for this event and
future activities, FOWP members 
conducted a thorough walk-through of 
Washington Park, making an inventory of
maintenance, design and waste
concerns.  An online and paper survey
was also conducted, allowing residents
and park users to address challenges
that the park faces and provide
suggestions for improvement. 

FOWP’s 1st 
Washington Park 
Clean Up Held on 

Earth Day 

KIPP WAYS Students Help 
Honor Mother Earth 

Several 7th and 8th grade scholars of 
KIPP West Atlanta Young Scholars 
(WAYS) Academy participated in the
Earth Day 2007 Washington Park Clean 
Up.  Organized by their teacher, Annie 
Italiano, KIPP WAYS scholars joined the
park clean up as a Green Team of the 
city’s Arms Around Atlanta project.  

KIPP WAYS Academy is a free college 
preparatory charter school, serving 
students in West Atlanta.  It is modeled 
after the highly successful KIPP
(Knowledge Is Power Program) schools 
currently operating throughout the 
country. 

Washington Park News 

FOWP members take a short break to smile for the camera

These environmentally 

conscious young 

ladies helped make the 

event a success 

“Supporting more and better 

parks helps all Atlantans live 

healthier, happier and longer 

lives.”  

- George Dusenbury 
Executive Director 
Park Pride, Atlanta 

KIPP WAYS Scholars pose with Councilman Ceasar C. Mitchell 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Washington Park Natatorium (404) 658-1436 

Washington Park’s Rich Legacy 

Washington Park Tennis Center (404) 658-6229 

Friends of 
Washington Park

The Washington Park Tennis Center is a 
fun and inexpensive place to play tennis, 
featuring 8 practically new, state of the
art tennis courts (only 2yrs old) for public 
use. It offers team tennis for adults and
juniors, private group clinics, private
lessons, and adult round robins.  It also 
offers a junior development program 
which boasts nationally and sectionally

The Washington Park Natatorium is a
state of the art facility that offers a variety
of recreational activities for citizens of all 
ages.  With its 25-yard lap pool and 25-
yard cool down pool, it offers a variety of
indoor swimming activities.  It is open 
year-round to the public, providing
swimming lessons, life-guard training, 
water aerobics, lap swim, recreational
swim, and swim practice for teams.  The
natatorium is versatile enough to be used
for swim parties and it frequently hosts 
swim meet competitions.  In addition to
the heated pools, the natatorium has a
weight room with universal weights, 2
treadmills and 2 spin bikes.  Classrooms

Friends of Washington Park is a volunteer organization formed in 2007 with the goal
of supporting Washington Park. FOWP is working to promote a public space which 
improves the quality of life through safe, clean, and well-maintained green space and
high-quality facilities.  

Through the support of Councilman Ivory Lee Young, FOWP members were able to
attend the Sixth Annual Parks and Greenspace Conference hosted by Park Pride on 
March 19th, 2007.  FOWP has also applied for Park Visioning to help design an 
improved layout for Washington Park. 

About Friends of Washington Park… 

102 Ollie St. NW,  

One of the focal points of the Washington Park historic
neighborhood is the recreational park. The Parks Department of 
Atlanta designated Washington Park as the first recreational park 
for African Americans in 1919, a time of segregation. Prior to the 
construction of Washington Park, there were no recreational
parks in Atlanta available to African Americans. The park started
with a gift of six and a half acres and expanded to 25 acres when 
completed in 1928. It originally included a swimming pool, dance
hall, pavilions, and tennis courts.  This historic park has been 
referenced in the writings of many notable Atlantans over the 
years as a social center for swimming, tennis, dancing, and 
gathering. Today Washington Park is home to one of only 5 city 
of Atlanta natatoriums and a state-of-the-art tennis center. 
Washington Park is bordered by the proposed Beltline, which 
has prompted development in the surrounding Washington Park 
Neighborhood. 

AMENITIES 
 

1 pavilion with 
grill, capacity 125; 

seating varies; 
electricity; water 

(Outdoor restroom 
available with 
reservation) 

2 picnic shelters, 
capacity 30 (No 

reservations) 
Natatorium 
Ball fields 

Tennis Center

at Lena St. NW  
Atlanta, GA 
 
 
 
Contact us at:  
WashingtonParkAtlanta@ 

Sources: National Park Service, “Growing Up King” by Dexter Scott King,  “Living 
Atlanta” by E. Bernard West and Harlon E. Joye, and “Black Atlanta in the 
Roaring Twenties” by Herman Mason Jr.

yahoo.com 
 
 
 are available for rent.  Yearly 

membership fees range from $45 to $90 
for residents and $65 to $165 for non-
residents.  Daily admission is also 
available at a cost of $1 for children 6-16 
and seniors, and $2 for adults 17 and 
over. There is no charge for children 
under 5.  Hours are M-F 6:30am-9pm, 
Sat 9am-6pm, and Sun 12pm-5pm. 
 
Alicia McKissick (Aquatic Facility 
Supervisor) and her friendly staff invite 
you to come out and take advantage of 
all the wonderful activities and welcome 
new and creative ideas for programming.

ranked tennis players.  The Tennis 
Center hosts 3 adult tournaments and 2 
junior tournaments. Courts are open M-F 
10am-9pm, Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 10am-
6pm 

Washington Park Tennis Center proudly 
welcomes its new Director, Tenagne 
Yohannes and looks forward to new, 
innovative programming.   

Additional Contacts 
 
Ball park and pavilion 
reservations  
(404) 817-6757 
 
Repairs and service 
concerns 
(404) 817-6813 


